[Cancer of the right colon: biological features and extent of the surgical resection].
Right-sided colon cancer therapy is based upon right hemicolectomy, which is a well established surgical technique. Considering the possibility of biological diversity in cancer arising from the caecum, ascending colon and transverse colon, this retrospective study analysed age, sex, grading, T, N, M and mortality to evaluate the biological characteristics of the cancers and their level of local and general diffusion with a view to establishing any correlation between these characteristics and the advisability of employing different surgical procedures for the different sites. Cancer arising from the sites considered does not seem to present different biological aspects and therefore a different surgical procedure is not authorized. Our data show that a significant majority of cancers are diagnosed at an advanced stage as compared to earlier stages (P < 0.05) and that early detection of these cancers is the best way of improving the prognosis.